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iAiboute the latter>he -Writes {."We jcanool 
^demonstrate the/connection, but there d»a 
striking parallelism ' between advancing 
civilization MS the gradual increase of the 
skull ih width."" This' is r aii interesting 
fetktehi6nt, ahd' it is to be hoped that Pro- 
fessor -Mederle will make it the subject of 
a special study in the future. / 

3 ;' ;l EfiK : Mams lived in the ^northwestern 
^artof'^aliemala^^n'de^jo^e^^'advahce.d 
indigenous civilization. Their capital was 
^Zakeleu, the White Land, meaning the 
place of culture ; for in all the Maya, dialects 
white is a. metaphorical , expression for 
civilized conditions. By some the Mams 
have been held /to be the earliest of the 
,Mayas to become sedentary and «ity build- 
ers,/. Their /ancient native name wag -sZafe- 
lohpakap, the WhitetCultivators; , ; , vz-ya 
I ' A vocabulary of their tongue was/printed 
by Pather KeynosO, at MeXicOj in 1644, 
but is now so scarce- that it is inaccessible 
to students. The OOmte de Charencey has; 
therefore, conferred a favor on Americstn'- 
ists' by republishing it in the Aetes tie la 
Soctttt Philologique) TomelJXXV.,! It ,COU: 
tains : nearly .. three thousand words, '. and 
offers ampte material for comparisons with 
the other dialects of the stock. It is closely 
akin to the Quiche, and is still spoken in a 
number of villages. The volume may be 
h^d from jG. IQincteieck, 11; Rue de I^ille, 

^ ai?lft ' \ '•' r - ' : [' ' D. G. Bru^On. 

■ : University of Pennsylvania. ''-"' '''- ! "' 

./;/"' .'.-notes on ' r iN64^Akid : oABMismr^ : '', 
. r lK;. .1387 Professor Chroustehoff ,', i an- 
nounced the discovery of a new element in 
the monazite sand of JSTorth Carolina,, to 
whiclJL be gaye the name 'russiuta.' r ,This 
discovery has not- been confirmed, j^y any 
ptber chemist,; but, induced by the supposed 
discovery ; of ': lueium,'; Professor Cbrouate 
choff has again .gone over his- Iwork, : pufor 



lishing a short/; report :'ip ( the % Ji,Qufna\ r of r: the 
<Eussian/ : , ;Qhemiea;l -± Society* ; Aecor ding r to 
-$htum sh©:rhas|rom 25 kilfJSiOl flare earths 
extracted- Sfo grains of Tussium; , , It baS/jan 
atomic weightupf ; 7Qf.5 . anjd c its ; spectrninvis 
characterized by fa grQjipof green and violet 
lines/.;, ic'JIe^rals©; claims too haye respjyed 
cerium into; qfive icpmppnentsx differing [in 
physical prppertieSK <dW-4 u haying \ atomic 
weights, respectively of .138, 140, 142, , J46 
and 156.5. .Bte also finds, in .addition to 
Auer's heodymium arl( i praseodymium, a 
third new cphstituent of didymium to which 
he gives the, name glaukpdymium. A de? 
taiiled account of his, work, is promised at 
an early date. .' ,"'.',,,,!;,,",,." ,,i ." "-, ''■,..-. 

•> ?In "the lasfe Beriektef W. fHentsehel gives 
an account of further investigations on the 
chloride of nitrogen/in wbieh / he finds. the 
compound '■> normally /formed to have; the 
formula^ NCl^f confirming' the wdrk.;of i Gat* 
termanh and of Balard. He also finds that 
this compound can take up more chlorin 
until its composition seemS to be -SFC1,, but 
this is ' really a solution Of "chlorin in the 
chloride of nittogen. 'His method of form- 
ing this ' exceedingly explosive and danger* 
ous .compound is to bring together solutions 
of ammonium cblorid and sodium hypo- 
chlorite, and-dissolve the chloric^ of nitrogen 
formed, , .which, partly separates , out and 
partly remains in solution, in benzine. ,-; 

/ l Isf' the Phm-m/. J. 'Trans. , C . H. J . Warden 
describes the teeth 6d used in th© Cialcutta 
Medical Dep6t for the production or a pure 
silvei' hitrate ftom/cpin' silver.^ The silver 
used contains, copper and is dissolved in 
nitric, acid and a portion pf the r silver ni- 
trate /crystallized out. in, thp usual way. As 
soon, ,as the mother liquor is sp concentrated 
that the silver nitrate crystallizing out is 
contaminated with copper it is evaporated 
to 'dryness, /finely powdered- and placed in a 
glassjiunnel- (Stopped ,;by- an: asbestos plug. 
It/ is / then washedi with pure concentrated 
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nitric acid until perfectly white. The cop- 
per nitrate is very easily soluble in the 
nitric acid, while the silver nitrate is almost 
wholly insoluble. Any trace of silver dis- 
solved by the nitric acid can be recovered 
by treating with salt. This is by far the 
simplest method proposed for obtaining 
pure silver salts from coin or plate, and de- 
serves trial in our laboratories. 

H. Teyller describes in the Berichte a new 
turbine for laboratory use, which lays claim 
to the advantages of steadiness, noiseless- 
ness and economy of water. To the axle 
is attached a circular piece of wire gauze, 
rotating in a thin cylindrical space. The 
jet of water strikes the edge of the gauze 
at a tangent and escapes by a pipe in the 
center opposite the end of the axle. A 
speed of four thousand revolutions is easily 
attained. The turbine is to be manufac- 
tured by M. Koehler and Martini, of Berlin. 

J. L. H. 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS. 

The meeting of the British Association at 
Toronto has proceeded in accordance with the 
program. The members in attendance, about 
1,200 in all, have been received with great hos- 
pitality, and many important papers have been 
given before the sections. The meeting is still 
in progress as we go to press, and we shall de- 
fer an account of the proceedings until next 
week. 

The British Medical Association will meet in 
Edinburgh in 1898, under the presidency of 
Professor T. Grainger Stewart. 

According to the latest lists about 5,000 
members had expressed their intention of at- 
tending the 12th International Medical Congress 
meeting this month in Moscow; about half of 
the number are Russians, 800 are from Ger- 
many, 600 from Austria, 500 from France, 250 
from England and from Italy, and 100 from 
America. 

The sixty-ninth meeting of German Men 
of Science and Physicians will, as we have al- 
ready noted, be held at Brunswick from the 



20th to the 25th of September. The social 
arrangements begin on the preceding day with 
a reception, a banquet and an exhibition of 
sports. The first general meeting opens on the 
20th with the reports of officers, followed by 
two addresses, one by Professor Richard Meyer, 
of Brunswick, on the relations between chem- 
ical research and technical chemistry ; the other 
by Professor Waldeyer, of Berlin, on fertiliza- 
tion and inheritance. At the second general 
session Professor Orth, of Gottingen, will speak 
on medical instruction and the practice of medi- 
cine, and Dr. Hermann Meyer, of Leipzig, on 
central Brazil. Several joint meetings of the 
sections have been arranged, one of special 
interest being a discussion of scientific photog- 
raphy in its applications to the natural sciences 
and to medicine. 

The Scientific Society of Argentina, says Na- 
ture, is organizing a Congreso Cientifico Latino 
Americano, to be held at Buenos Ayres in April 
next, in commemoration of the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of its foundation. The Congress will 
be under the patronage of the President of the 
Argentine Republic and the Ministers of Jus- 
tice, Foreign Affairs, and Public Instruction. 
There will be seven sections, dealing respec- 
tively with exact sciences (pure and applied 
mathematics, astronomy, geodesy and topog- 
raphy), engineering, physics and chemistry, 
natural science, medical sciences (including hy- 
giene and climatology), anthropology and so- 
ciology. 

We noticed sometime since the appointment 
of a committee to investigate the condition of 
the Coast and Geodetic Survey. This committee 
has now presented a report which will not be 
made public. The Washington Star, however, 
states that it is practically decided that a suc- 
cessor to the present Director of the Survey will 
be appointed, and that the selection will be 
made without reference to political considera- 
tions and on the grounds of scientific standing. 

Professor C. B. Howes, writing Dr. Thurs- 
ton to inform him of the condition of the work 
of the Huxley Memorial Committee, states that 
the statue is now in progress, in the hands of 
Mr. Ford, the sculptor, and promises to be most 
excellent. It is to be a seated figure in a gown, 



